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Broward County Public Schools
Gifted Advisory Council-General Meeting
Plantation Middle School 
April 14, 2025 @ 6:30PM

Email: BrowardcountyGAC@gmail.com 			Website: https://giftedadvisorycouncil.ch2v.com/   

______________________________________________________________________________________________ Chair: Karla Figueroa			Vice Chair: Alan Bushkin,

Recording Secretary: Kay Lewis 	Corresponding Secretary: Vacant
______________________________________________________________________________________________
   
A. Meeting Called to Order by Chair Karla Figueroa at 6:38 PM 

B. Introductions/Meeting Etiquette: The chair reported the meeting was informational due to lack of establishing quorum. Thereafter, at 6:43 PM quorum was established when additional parents arrived.  

C. Approval of Minutes
1. March minutes were approved as written. The motion was made by Nadine Feron and seconded. 
D. Old Business – None 
E. Chair Updates and Announcements:
1. Transition Meetings (Elementary to Middle & Middle to High School)
· An ESE specialist should be scheduling and meeting with parents and/or caregivers who have students transitioning from Elementary to Middle and Middle to High School next school year. 
· Parents must advocate for the transitioning meeting to take place if one has not been scheduled or completed for their student. 
2. Superintendent’s Advisory Task Force Updates 
· There are 11 people on the task force. Each school board member was able to appoint one person to be on the board and the superintendent was allowed to select two members. The chair of the task force resigned as of Friday, April 11, 2025. They were given 60 days to present potential plans. 
· The task force is currently in a holding pattern. They met twice prior to the hold. 
· The task force recommendations for changes will affect potentially all the 19 advisory councils including the GAC. There is a school board meeting being held on April 17, 2025, for students in the 6th to 12th grade to provide input related to their concerns. The students must register prior to being allowed to speak.  The students are also given an opportunity to speak with the chair of the school board, Debbie Hixon, who holds virtual town hall meetings as well. 
· The task force e-mail is supt_taskforce@browardschools.com.  This is where you can access the task force to provide and ask questions. 
· 

F. New Business 
1. 2025-2026 Gifted Advisory Council Board Elections 
· The GAC Board Selection for the 2025-2026 school year includes the following positions, Chair, Vice -Chair, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary and Parliamentarian. The chair provided a brief description of each position’s responsibilities at the meeting.  All positions are open and once filled the appointment is for 1yr. At present, you can serve for up to 4 years in the same position on the council. 
· Elections- All candidates ran unopposed for the below earmarked positions and were unanimously elected by the body. The Corresponding Secretary position remains vacant. 
a. Chair- Alan Bushkin
b. Vice Chair- Vaughn Reynolds 
c. Recording Secretary- Kadiya “Kay” Lewis (re-elected). 
d. Corresponding Secretary-Mirline McDonald 

2. [bookmark: _Hlk196378519]Gifted Updates – Presentation by Ms. Rodriguez the Curriculum Supervisor 
· This year all 2nd grade students were tested who identified as possibly being gifted. 
· There are two below categories to be mentioned related to the gifted designation. 
a. Gifted eligible- not placed-parental decision
i. The student is suspended from the gifted program and then restarts services when deemed appropriate by the school personnel and parents. There is no retesting needed. 
b. Gifted eligible- not placed- school decision
i. If the school determines that the gifted student should not be placed in gifted classes, the parents must be provided with data to support the decision. Examples of data include but are not limited to academic data, state and district test results, classroom data, classroom anecdotal data, etc. It is the expectation that the parents have been provided with information throughout the process related to concerns that warrant the gifted designated student not to remain in selected classes prior to the notification of the decision. 
· The student IQ is provided in the 1st initial meeting between the parents and identified school personnel and it’s not recommended that the student be present for the hearing of the IQ score. 
· If there are issues with the teachers and certification to provide instruction in the classroom it needs to be addressed initially with the principal and/or assistant principal of that respective school. If no satisfactory remedy is provided, it can be elevated to the respective region’s representatives for the areas, North, South or Central. There are several mediums for a teacher to be certified to include having received a temporary certification, an alternative pathway, etc. 
· Exceptional Student Education Department Members and contact information 
a. Diane Eagen – Executive Director, Exceptional Student Education Department 
b. Stephanie Acosta Castro- Director, Support & Compliance (754) 321-3400
c. Zuzel Rodriguez- Curriculum Supervisor- zuzel.rodriguez@browardschools.com 
(754)321-3402
d. Gifted Program Specialist 
1. Lisa Plass -lisa.plass@browardschools.com 
2. Laurie Mallis- laurie.mallis@browardschools.com 
3. Susan Teller -susan.teller@browardschools.com 

G. Q & A- None
H. Adjournment: The chair, Karla Figueroa adjourned the meeting at 7:57 PM and thanked everyone for attending. Motion made by Kay Lewis. The members were reminded that the next meeting scheduled is to take place on May 12, 2025, in person. 



Approved ___ as written __ as corrected on May 12, 2025. 

Respectfully submitted,
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Kadiya “Kay” Lewis 
Gifted Advisory Council Recording Secretary
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